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President’s Message 
 

Woodlawn Park       

The Golden Ear 

Woodlawn Preserve 

Woodlawn Recycles! 

Advertisements & More.. 

FREE PUBLICATION 
 

Recycle—Share With Your Neighbors 
 

Please Patronize Our Advertisers 
A Publication of 

The Woodlawn Neighborhood Association 
www.woodlawnneighborhood.org 

Meetings now held on 4th Wednesday every month 

Ancient Order of Hibernians Hall, 1748 State St.—7 PM 

Schenectady East Rotary 

Annual Pancake Breakfast 

Sunday, April 19  8AM—Noon 

Proceeds to Benefit 

WOODLAWN PLAYGROUND 

(See page 13 for additional information) 



 

 

 

Where’s The Newsletter? 
 

In the months of March and April a FREE copy 

of The Woodlawn Connection will be available 
at the following locations: 

Albany Street Sunoco 
Beth Ann Kayser, CPA 
Blue Ribbon Restaurant 
Calvary Tabernacle Church 
Camillo’s Bistro 
Collision Experts                
Dolce Vita 
Fantastic Sam’s 
Gallo’s Florist 
Gaylord’s 
G & M Auto 
Grasso’s Barber Shop 
Griswold Funeral Home 
Hibernian Hall 
King Cork 
Kingsway Community 
Lorenzo’s Italian Cafe 
Lyle’s Hogies 
 

Marotta Pizza 
Maurice’s Sandwich Shop 
Mavis Tire 
Mings 
Mohawk Progressive FCU 
Plaines 
Roc’s Hairstyling 
St Paul the Apostle Church 
Stanford United Methodist 
 Church 
Starbucks 
Steve’s Barber Shop 
Subway Shop 
Sun Fungs 
Sunoco Food/Gas Mart 
Uncle Sam’s Candy 
Woodlawn Hardware 
Woodlawn Library 

To have a copy emailed to you: 

www.woodlawnneighborhood.org 
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FAMILY RESTAURANT 
 

“Home of the award winning 
Blue Ribbon Cheesecake” 

 
1801 State Street          Phone: (518) 393-2600 
Schenectady, NY  12304   Fax: (518) 393-4313 

Www.BlueRibbonRestaurant.com 
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Please mark your calendar for our Annual Woodlawn Garage Sale, sched-
uled for the weekend of May 16 & 17. Last year was one of our largest events 
ever with nearly 200 homes participating! Beginning April 01, permits can be 
purchased at the Sunoco Gas/Food Mart on 2501 Albany Street and at 

Grasso’s Barber Shop on 2506 Albany Street.  The cost of the permit is 
$10.00.  Remember, you must have a permit issued by the Woodlawn 
Neighborhood Association in order to participate in this very popular event.  
 
Yes, we are changing again!  Hopefully for the last time, due to the fact that 
our community has several groups that meet on a regular basis along with our 
neighborhood association, we have decided collectively to meet on the SAME 
evening. Beginning in March, the Woodlawn Park group, Woodlawn Preserve 
and the Neighborhood Association will meet on the 4th Wednesday of every 
month at the Hibernian Hall on State Street. The Park group will begin at 6 
PM, the Preserve group meets at 6:30 PM and then we will all gather to-
gether for our Neighborhood Association meeting at 7 PM. Our goal is to 
boost interest and attendance for all three of these fine groups.  Refreshments 
will be served at the neighborhood meeting.  
 
We have invited Mayor McCarthy to speak at our March 25 meeting and we 
intend to have a representative from the Schenectady City School District 
at our April 22 meeting to offer insight on the school budget and what impacts 
the State budget may or may not have on our children.  
 
Finally, another big “Thank You” to everyone who helped organize, volun-
teered, contributed and of course purchased tickets to our annual pasta dinner.  
It was another sell-out, standing-room only crowd!   

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at home, 
377-8810.  I will make every attempt to return your call as soon as possible.  

 
 

Ed Kosiur—President, Woodlawn Neighborhood Association 

  

A Message From Neighborhood Association President: 

SAVE  THE  DATE 
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Our Woodlawn Community Pasta Night!Our Woodlawn Community Pasta Night!Our Woodlawn Community Pasta Night!Our Woodlawn Community Pasta Night!    



 

 

The Golden Ear—By John Rose 
This Is A Gossip Column 

 

 
 
 

 
Restaurant closes.  Lum Fung’s Restaurant located on State 
Street in Aldi’ Plaza has closed.  This reporter has tried all the 
Chinese Restaurants in the area and has decided to move my 
business to Ming’s on upper State Street. 
 
Our annual garage sale this year will be held on Saturday, May 
16 and Sunday, May 17.  Permits are required by the city and 
you may purchase one in April at the Sunoco Food Mart on the 
corner of Route 7 and Albany Street.  They are open 24 hours a 
day and seven days a week. 
 
New old neighbor.  I dropped in on the new church that bought 
the Woodlawn Reformed Church and to my amazement the New 
Life Church is the same church that spent about 10 years in the 
old Notre Dame School and is now the Brown School.  Wel-
come back to Woodlawn! 
 
Best kept secret.  If you need a handyman, call Bill Gosier, a 
member of the Woodlawn Neighborhood Association.  He does 
many small jobs in our area.  His number is 377-0136.  Call him 
when you can’t do it… he can do it!  
 

New meeting day for the Woodlawn Neighborhood Association 

will be the fourth Wednesday of every month at 7pm, starting in 

March at the Ancient Order of Hibernians Hall on State Street. 

 
 
I’LL BE LISTENING. 

JOHN ROSE 
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Terry Van Valkenburgh 
 

Funeral Director 
 
 

   GRISWOLD 
   FUNERAL HOME 

  1867 State Street 

  Schenectady, NY  12304                 (518) 374-6188 
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Friends of the Woodlawn Preserve  
 
We are in the process of entering into a cooperative agreement with the Albany Pine 
Bush Preserve and the City of Schenectady.  The APBP will offer us advice, equipment, 
and an ecological assessment to help guide us in our future projects within the Preserve.  
This is an important step in recognizing the unique nature of the Woodlawn Preserve as 
part of the larger Pine Barren Community.  We’d like to thank Assemblyman Phil Steck 
for his assistance in engineering the agreement.   
 
Spring will bring the completion of the second phase of the dock project with a handi-
capped accessible trail leading to the dock.  This will offer a lovely view of the pond for 
those unable to traverse the sandy trails.  We look forward to its completion and a dedi-
cation ceremony before early summer (if summer ever comes, that is). 
 
The addition of a dozen more jersey barriers has limited the snowmobile and ATV traf-
fic considerably, as evidenced by the lack of tracks seen in the snow.  Dave Berard re-
ports that there were several young men who cleared off the pond to play ice hockey, 
and a lot of people with snow shoes, cross country skis and just simply hiking boots 
enjoying the winter weather there.  He has also seen a few sleds on the high hill area.  
The beavers are busy flooding the back area of the pond, and he reports also seeing 
ducks, muskrats and fewer deer tracks than in previous years.   

 
We are already planning for our spring activities.  We will have an informational table at 
the Albany Pine Bush Lupine Festival on May 16th from 11am – 5pm.  It is being billed 
as a Pine Bush Block Party, with music by the Refrigerators, local wildlife programs, an 
outdoor BBQ, a Karner Blue butterfly interactive hike, and more.  We are also anxious 
to see how our Native Plant Garden behind the Woodlawn School survived the winter.  
Decker’s Landscaping has promised to donate some larger stones to help enhance the 
garden.  Cole Denning is planning a fishing event sometime in the spring/summer, and 
of course we will be looking for volunteers on some days to help out with our usual gen-
eral cleanups 

 
Watch for our fundraising event sponsored by Raymour and Flannigan sometime around 
Memorial Day.  Raffle tickets for prizes will be sold and will be available at the store 
over that weekend.  More details will be forthcoming.   
If you see or hear any activity within the Preserve that is suspicious or illegal please 
report to the Schenectady PD non-emergency number at 382-5263.  Our Region #4 DEC 
representatives are Chris Valenty and Brian Wilson, and can be reached at 357-2047. 
 
Janet Chen 210-5439 
Friendswp@gmail.com 
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Our Woodlawn Community Pasta Night!Our Woodlawn Community Pasta Night!Our Woodlawn Community Pasta Night!Our Woodlawn Community Pasta Night!    

Our Neighbors, 
               And Friends! 

T H
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Advanced tickets available at Grasso’s Barber Shop 2506 Albany St. 



 

 

Grasso’s  Barber  Shop 

$15.00 Haircut                                

$8.00 Edge Up 

2506 Albany Street 
(Corner of Route 7)   

346-6775 

Store Hours - Tuesday - Saturday 

                           7:30 AM - Noon 
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2015 
WASTE COLLECTION DATES 

WOODLAWN 
 

District #1              District #2   
Woodlawn—Central Park          Crosstown to Brandywine 
 

March   March 
4, 11, 18, 25  5, 12, 19, 26 

April   April 
1, 8, 15, 22, 29  2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

May   May 

6, 13, 20, 28  7, 14, 21, 29 
 

 

NEWSLETTER ADS  

& ARTICLES 

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE 

TO PLACE AN AD OR 

SUBMIT  

INFORMATION, PLEASE  

EMAIL TO: 

 

Cwdenning@hotmail.com 

 

Next deadline is  

April 20, 2015 

 

227-4085 for more info 

 



 

 

 

Dinner Fundraiser Success! Gearing Up for Spring Season! Playground Initiative! 

Thank you to all who attended this year’s Ziti & Meatball Dinner Fundraiser for Wood-
lawn Park!  The event was a rousing success and our new location at Hibernian Hall 
proved to be a great spot.  We raised a lot of money which will be incorporated into 
funding towards a new playground for the park.  Thank you to all the staff at Hibernian 
for their assistance.  They are all volunteers as well and the Hibernian depends on its 
livelihood through the support of the community.  They host many community fundrais-
ers for area organizations, so please patronize this community-minded business through-

out the year. 

Speaking of community-mindedness, the Schenectady East Rotary will be sponsoring a 
pancake breakfast for Woodlawn Park @ Hibernian Hall (1748 State Street).  Mark 
your calendars for Sunday, April 19th to attend the breakfast which will run from 8 am 
– 12:00 pm.  Proceeds from the breakfast will be used towards the renovation of the 

playground area in the park.  More on this is below…   

As the hard winter hopefully begins to wane, the volunteers of the park redevelopment 
group will be preparing for the new season.  We will be planning our upcoming Annual 
Spring Cleanup Day – check out our facebook page and fliers in the area for the date 
of this event.  We will also be preparing for our Annual Garage Sale in the Park – the 
date of this event will be the weekend of May 16th and 17th.  Mark your calendars.  We 
will be accepting household item donations from the community the weekend prior so 

please keep the park in mind this spring cleaning season! 

As we work to continue our progress, we will be in the process of actively engaging the 
city and organizations to plan for the redevelopment of the park’s playground area.  
This will be a big initiative and we are excited that the City of Schenectady has called 
upon its Recreation Advisory Commission to begin the arduous work of assessing the 
city’s parks to determine needs and prioritizations for the coming months and years.  The 
emphasis for the commission this coming year will be the examination and recommenda-

tions for the addition of new playground equipment to the city’s parks.  

While this is going on, the volunteers in Woodlawn will be continuing the work of 
smaller initiatives in the park.  These include the installation of new arbor posts along 
the park’s entryway with signage welcoming park visitors and promotion of the park’s 
redevelopment campaign and our neighborhood association, new paint to the park’s 
building, a new horseshoe pit area, construction of a permanent bathroom for park 
events, further enhancements to the park’s common and pavilion areas as well as the 
Area of Reflection, and the continued advocacy for the repaving and lining of the park's 
basketball court.  More announcements on this and park programming will be featured in 

future editions of this newsletter and on our facebook page. 

We would like to thank Sid and Doris Brown for their recent donation of $200 to the 
park redevelopment efforts.  Sid and Doris are ardent volunteers with the park and many 

other community groups.  Their gift was made in memory of Mr. John E. Ericson, Sr.  

Warm regards, 

Spero Zoulas - Chair of Woodlawn Park Redevelopment Committee 

Woodlawn Park ~ located at intersection of Kings Road & Ricci Avenue  11 

 

WOODLAWN NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 
 

OFFICERS 
 

President   Ed Kosiur   377-8810 
Vice President   Lou Grasso   374-1623 
Treasurer   Ann Sturges   377-6678 
Recording Secretary  Maureen Obie  836-7147
  
 

DISTRICT VICE PRESIDENTS 
 
East    Terry VanValkenburgh 370-5803 
West    Jim LaPointe   377-2092 

Committee Chairpersons 
 

Newsletter   Ed Kosiur   377-8810 
Newsletter Ads  Cole Denning   227-4085 
Woodlawn Park  Spero Zoules   331-0929 
Woodlawn Preserve  Janet Chen   210-5439 
Social/Refreshment  Mary Roy   374-2821 
Welcoming   Camy Wyckoff  370-5311 
 
 

If you have any suggestions pertaining to any of these         
committees, call the Chairperson or mail them to:  

Woodlawn Neighborhood Association  
2506 Albany Street,  

Schenectady, NY  12304. 
 

MEETING SCHEDULE 2015 
 

General Membership meeting at 7 PM on the 4th Wednesday of 
every month at the Ancient Order of Hibernians Hall,  
1748 State Street. (No general meeting in August/Dec.) 
 

Woodlawn Park and Woodlawn Preserve meetings held on 
the 4th Wednesday of every month at the Schenectady Hiber-
nians’, 1748 State Street. Park starts at 6:00 PM. Preserve follows 


