November/December ~ 2019

VOTE
Tuesday, November 5th
Polls open: 6 am - 9 pm
Early Voting comes to NYS

Saturday, OCT 26th - Sunday, NOV 3rd

President’s Message ~ Woodlawn Park
The Golden Ear ~ Woodlawn Preserve
Westside Story ~ Community Highlights
~ Public Safety Info. ~ Senior Center
News...and more

DATES

SAVE THE

Woodlawn Neighborhood Meetings - 4th Wednesday of the month
7 PM @ Hibernian Hall (1748 State Street)
Woodlawn Park Fall Rake Day: Saturday, November 16 ~ 9 am - 2 pm
Neighborhood Association Meeting: No November meeting
Holiday Craft Fair @ Hibernian Hall: Saturday, Dec. 7 ~ 10 am - 3 pm
Neighborhood Association Holiday Gathering: Dec. ~ Sign Up Required

* FREE PUBLICATION / Recycle ~ Share With Your Neighbors
Please Patronize our Advertisers
A Publication of The Woodlawn Neighborhood Association
www.woodlawnneighborhood.org

Where’s The Newsletter?
Get your FREE copy of

The Woodlawn Connection
at the following locations:
Albany Street Sunoco
Beth Ann Kayser, CPA
Blue Ribbon Restaurant
Bumpy’s Polar Freeze
Caliber Collision Center
Camillo’s Bistro
Gallo’s Florist
G & M Auto
Grasso’s Barber Shop
Griswold Funeral Home
Hibernian Hall
John Zongrone Agency
King Cork
Kingsway Community
Liberty Church
Lorenzo’s Italian Cafe

Lyle’s Hoagies
Marotta’s Pizza
Mavis Tire
Ming’s
Mohawk Progressive FCU
New Life Ministries
Paul Mitchell Focus Salon
Plaines
St. Paul the Apostle Church
Stanford United Methodist
Church
Starbucks
Uncle Sam’s Candy
Woodlawn Library
Woodlawn Park

FAMILY RESTAURANT
“Home of the award winning

Blue Ribbon Cheesecake”

1801 State Street
Phone: (518) 393-2600
Schenectady, NY 12304 Fax: (518) 393-4313
Www.BlueRibbonRestaurant.com

PLEASE PATRONIZE
OUR ADVERTISERS!
The Woodlawn Connection Newsletter is also
available online at www.woodlawnneighborhood.org
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SEASONS GREETINGS

Please remember to vote on Election Day, Tuesday November 5th. Polls are
open from 6 AM until 9 PM. For the first time in New York State, voters
can now vote in-person before Election Day at designated voting sites in
Schenectady County. All registered voters can vote early at any of the below
locations, but please know that if you vote during the early voting period, you
are not eligible to vote on Election Day. Early voting starts Saturday,
October 26th - Sunday, November 3rd. Early voting poll sites will be as
follows:
Karen B. Johnson Library, 99 Clinton Street, Schenectady, NY 12305
Glenville Senior Center, 32 Worden Road, Glenville, NY 12302
Niskayuna Town Hall, 1 Niskayuna Circle, Niskayuna, NY 12309
ViaPort Rotterdam, 93 West Campbell Road, Schenectady, NY 12306
If you need any information regarding your polling place or you are in need
of a ride to the polling site, please contact the Schenectady County Board of
Elections at 377-2469.
Our annual Holiday dinner is tentatively scheduled for Wednesday,
December 11th at Kingsway Community. Reminder, the event is limited to
immediate members of the Woodlawn Neighborhood Association only. You
must sign-up to attend! Seating is limited to 60 folks. You may contact Lou
Grasso at 346-6775 or at stop by his barber shop at 2506 Albany Street to
register.
Because of the Holiday Season, we will NOT be meeting in November or
December.
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at home,
518-377-8810. I will make every attempt to return your call as soon as possible.
Ed Kosiur—President, Woodlawn Neighborhood Association

3

International Hair Design by Ralf

The Golden Ear—By John Rose
This Is A Gossip Column

Hair Salon owned by Intercoiffure Ralf and his
wife Anita. Over 45 years experience in
precision hair cutting and colour that is both
natural and classy.

Join us in celebrating our 30 year anniversary serving the
Woodlawn community and greater New York Capital District.
Bring this ad to the salon for half off all
demi-permanent colour or $5 off a haircut
for any new customers.
Treat yourself to a new look!
International Hair Design by Ralf
1753 State Street ~ Schenectady, NY 12304
518-346-1005
www.hairbyralf.com

Work on the bottle redemption center/liquor store, which is the former True
Value Hardware, is delayed because they are dealing with the City of
Schenectady over permit issues.
Planes Bike & Ski Shop on upper State Street is having a retirement/going
out of business sale, and the building itself is also for sale. It is a very large
building, so hopefully someone will make good use of it.
St. Paul the Apostle Church on Albany Street has received their new pastor.
He is Father Matthew H. Frisoni. He is also the Judicial Vicar of the Diocese
of Albany. He grew up on Vran Vranken Avenue in Schenectady and attended St. Anthony's School and then on to Linton High School. Father
Frisoni has been assigned three parishes. St. Paul's, Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
and St. Adalbert. A reception was held on October 13 th for Father Frisoni by
the three parishes and was attended by 175 people. It was held at the River
Stone Manor on Route 5, outside of Scotia. I had never been there before. It
is an absolutely beautiful banquet facility and the food was excellent!
Let's thank the City of Schenectady for paving Van Zandt Street in
Wood lawn. It is a main thoroughfare, and it is desperately needed!
The Woodlawn Park Committee which has its gigantic garage sale in May
has set up a system where they are collecting donations year-round. If you
have anything you would like to donate, please contact Spero at 518-3310929.
That’s it for now folks, and I’ll be listening.
John Rose

beautifulhomedrapes@gmail.com
Facebook: BeautifulHomeDrapes
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WOODLAWN – The West Side Story
By Marcel
November 11th is Veterans Day. We owe much to our veterans for the freedoms
we enjoy today. Upon reflection, some veterans keep sacrificing long after their
discharge. I’ve recently lost a brother-in-law, nicknamed Doc, who served in the
military during the Vietnam war era. Doc was a normal young man when entering
the service and he was different afterwards. From that point on, he carried the
burden of his service till he died. Doc could never maintain long lasting relationships; nor hold a steady job. He mentally battled demons to the extent that my
wife had to intervene. Together with the valuable assistance from the Albany
Stratton VA Medical Center, she was able to get Doc to resume a near normal
life. I had heard all the negativity about the VA treatment of its veterans, but we
found this hospital and staff to be terrific.
So my message is that in addition to thanking a veteran for his service, please
reach out to the Veterans Administration, VA, if you know of a relative or other
veteran in need of help. The VA general phone number is 800-827-1000. The Albany Stratton VA Medical Center’s phone number is 518-626-5000.
On another note, the Daily Gazette recently wrote that Plaine and Son is closing
after 75 years of doing business. I’m sad to hear this as I bought my last bike
from them and relied on them for service. There’s not a lot of bike mechanics
who reside locally. The current owner, the Son, is retiring at age 65. The closing
seems to follow a more than occasional trend where the current offspring have no
desire to continue in their parent’s business. The current owner will continue offering a smaller range of bicycles. The new company is called New York Bicycle
and the bikes are sold through Amazon.com
Till next time….
The Woodlawn Branch of Schenectady Libraries
2 Sanford Street
518.386.2248
M: 10 am - 5 pm
T-TH: 1 pm - 7 pm
SAT: 1 pm - 5 pm
Closed on Fridays & Sundays
To see what events are going on at this and other
Schenectady public libraries, go to:
http://www.eventkeeper.com/code/events.cfm?curOrg=SCNY

There is an upcoming wildlife habitat restoration project within the Woodlawn
Preserve section of the Schenectady Pine Barren Preserve that is scheduled to begin
in January of 2020 and continue through 2024. This management project will restore
globally rare Pitch Pine Scrub Oak Barrens, improve the health and resilience of the
Pine Barren landscape, and restore part of the City of Schenectady’s natural history.
With fewer than 20 places like the Albany Pine Bush and the Schenectady Pine
Barrens Preserve on earth, this project will improve habitat for rare wildlife while
preserving the Barrens for future generations to enjoy. Our end goal is to restore the
pine barrens habitat to what it once was as well as reintroducing the federally endangered Karner Blue and Frosted Elfin butterflies into the Schenectady Pine Barrens
Preserve, along with aiding in the conservation of numerous other rare species.
First, in late 2019 or early 2020, trees to remain will be marked with paint for preservation in 2020. Unmarked trees will then be removed. Tree removal is scheduled to
occur during the winters of 2020 - 2021 depending on the contractor’s schedule.
Finally, the stumps will be removed and the site will be prepared for spring planting
with native grasses and wildflowers. The gated entrance on Maryvale Ave will see
the most activity during this tree removal phase. There will be signage at the trail
entrances and another area within the Preserve explaining what is being done.
For public safety the upper dune trails (red trails) will be CLOSED while these restoration activities are taking place during tree removal. Please be assured that no trees
will be cut within a 50 foot buffer of adjacent properties.
We will keep everyone posted as to what the next phases will be in the restoration
timeline on our websites, Facebook page, Woodlawn Connection newsletter, email
notifications, and monthly meetings.
Any questions or concerns you many have please contact Janet Chen, Chair Friends
of the Woodlawn Preserve Friendswp@gmail.com or James Hart, Department of
Engineering, Jhart@schenectadyny.gov / 518-382-5082
Want to learn more? Go to WoodlawnNeighborhood.org, AlbanyPineBush.org, and
our facebook page: Friends of the Woodlawn Preserve Schenectady
Many thanks to the Boy Scouts (and 1 Cub Scout) who repainted our deck overlooking the pond. They did an outstanding job with the color choice and the very neat
work. We have extra paint left over if we need to take care of any graffiti or wear
and tear. They’re working on another project now that will further enhance the
Preserve experience – more details in the next newsletter!
We have new Woodlawn Zone Officers assigned by the Schenectady PD; please
note their contact info to report any problems or issues.
Day shift: Officer Douglas Smith (dsmith@schenectadypd.com
Afternoon shift: John Bonano (jbanano@schenectadypd.com)
Midnight shift: Jarrod Haydn (jhayen@schenectadypd.com)
DEC Forest Ranger - Dave Nally: 518-424-7805 or 518-408-5850;
email: david.nally@dec.ny.gov. The DEC can be contacted at: 1-877-457-5680
As always, thank you so much for your interest and concern,
Janet Chen, Chair
Friends of the Woodlawn Preserve ~ 518-210-5439 ~ friendswp@gmail.com
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Mohawk Progressive Federal
Credit Union
1760 State Street, Schenectady
www.mohawkprogressivefcu.com









NO FEE Checking
FREE Online Banking & Electronic Bill Pay
VISA® Credit and ATM/Debit Cards
FULL Service Mortgage Department
COMPETITIVE Home Equity Loan Rates
GREAT Rates for Auto/Truck/RV/Motorcycle/
Boat Loans - As Low As 1.99%
FULL Family Membership
FRIENDLY Personalized Service
And Much More…

NEED A NEW COMPUTER, A VACATION OR A
NEW VEHICLE? WE HAVE A LOAN FOR THAT.
HOW ABOUT CONSOLIDATION, HOME
IMPROVEMENTS OR HOLIDAY EXPENSES? WE HAVE
A LOAN FOR THAT. STOP BY OR CALL US. WE
KNOW YOU’LL BE GLAD YOU DID.

Mohawk Progressive Federal Credit Union
“Where You Are More Than Just A Bank Account
Number…..You’re A Member!”

MEETING SCHEDULE ~ 2019
General Neighborhood Association meeting
4th Wednesday of each month - 7 PM @ Hibernian Hall (1748 State Street)
(No general meetings in August/December)
Woodlawn Park & Woodlawn Preserve committee meetings
4th Wednesday of each month - 6 PM @ Hibernian Hall (1748 State Street)
Officers:
President - Ed Kosiur (377-8810)
Treasurer - Chad Putman (225-0957)

Vice President - Lou Grasso (374-1623)
Secretary - Rose Harrell (346-4665)

District Vice Presidents:
East: Cole Denning (227-4085)

West: Jim LaPointe (377-2092)

Committee Chairpersons:
Newsletter Editor - Jethro Breuer
Newsletter Ads - Ed Kosiur (377-8810)
Woodlawn Park & WNA Website - Spero Zoulas (331-0929)
Woodlawn Preserve - Janet Given (210-5439)
Social/Refreshment - Rita Figler
Welcoming - Camy Wyckoff (370-5311)

If you have any suggestions pertaining to any of these
officers or committees, please call or mail suggestions to:
Woodlawn Neighborhood Association
2506 Albany Street,
Schenectady, NY 12304

Go to www.woodlawnneighborhood.org to get the
latest information on Woodlawn Meetings, Events & Happenings.
Public Safety Notice
In case of emergency, call 911…
Day Shift: Ofc. Douglas Smith
dsmith@schenectadypd.com
Afternoon Shift: Ofc. John Bonano
jbonano@schenectadypd.com

All are welcome.
Stop by or call to find
out about opening
your account today!

Midnight Shift: Ofc. Jarrod Hayan
jhayen@schenectadypd.com

Non-Emergency: 518-630-0911 ~ Police Emergency: 518-382-5200
Code Enforcement: 518-382-5050 ~ Animal Control: 518-382-5200, ext. 5655
www.schenectadypd.com
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The Friends of the
Woodlawn Preserve
would like to extend our
thanks and appreciation to the

Boy Scout Troop 357
and their
Cub Scout
for repainting our deck
overlooking the pond.
They did an outstanding job
with the color choice and
the very neat work!
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Producer Responsibility Would Provide New Means of Managing Unused Paint
Estimates are that 10% of paint bought by households across the nation never gets used.
This translates into approximately 80 million gallons of paint being discarded by households in the US each year.1 While some paints (primarily oil-based) are deemed hazardous
and others (primarily latex-based) are not, all of them can contaminate our environment and
should be properly managed in order to reduce any impacts. (www.productstewardship.us/
page/Paint). It is a main reason why these materials in liquid form are broadly disallowed in
household waste, as well as in outlets to wastewater (e.g. pouring or flushing).

NOTRE DAME-BISHOP GIBBONS SCHOOL
The 40 graduates from the class of 2016 earned $8.9 million
in Scholarships, Grants, and Awards

Tours Available Daily

Currently, various localities in NYS -- through their household hazardous (HHW) programs
-- collect unused/unwanted paint from residents, with nearly all collecting oil-based and
some collecting latex-based. There are varying degrees of accessibility to these programs
(e.g. some permanent with frequent days/hours, some only periodically, some with multiple
sites per county, others with single). These programs appropriately recommend that, to the
greatest extent possible, unused paints be:
 used up by the purchaser
 shared with a neighbor or donated to other users (like drama clubs for sets), OR
 dried/solidified, before depositing in trash (e.g. spreading it on paper or mixing with
hardener, cat litter or other absorbent) – especially smaller amounts.
Despite these tips, enough residents conclude that their remaining or better option to properly manage unused paint (perhaps safely, healthfully, or environmentally) is to deliver it to
collection sites, and so much so that it is commonly the most voluminous, and therefore
costly of all HHW materials collected by local programs - several millions of dollars annually from local and state taxpayers. Meanwhile, it is not estimated that much of this paint is
being utilized for recycling back into paint.

8:00am - 2:00pm
Call for an appointment

2600 Albany Street
(518) 393-3131
www.nd-bg.org

Alternatives to having taxpayer-funded paint collection have been building in other states.
Eight states, including California, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and Vermont, have recently
enacted and implemented Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) for managing unused
paint, while New York is on the verge of doing so with recent passage by its legislature
(still needs Governor’s signature). Requiring paint manufacturers, (and/or their representative groups), to implement paint stewardship programs, as the enactment of New York’s
bill would do, has been proving to be a more efficient, sustainable, and convenient means
for consumers to effectively recycle and otherwise manage their unused paints, while removing or reducing the processes’ financial burdens on taxpayers.
According to the Product Stewardship Institute: “So far, paint EPR programs in the US
have reused and recycled more than 16 million gallons of paint, created 200 jobs, and
saved governments over $150 million.” It further states, “With more than 1,700 voluntary
collection sites (77% at retail locations), the program has created unprecedented convenience for consumers to drop off leftover paint.”2
Enactment of Paint EPR in New York will lead to changes, though not necessarily complete overhauls, in the way unused paint is collected and processed. We residents might
keep on the lookout for further information, more convenient options (see addition of

“retail locations” in paragraph above), as well as effective and efficient recycling and overall management.
1

Product Stewardship Institute, www.productstewardship.us/page/Paint

2

Ibid
Interested in volunteering your time,
talents, or ideas?
Email us at info@ecosny.org
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Notable Days in November & December...
November

December

3rd - Daylight Savings (Fall Back)
5th - Election Day
11th - Veterans Day
th
13 - Sadie Hawkins Day
28th - Thanksgiving Day

7th - Pearl Harbor Day
8 - National Brownie Day
14th - International Monkey Day
22nd - Chanukah Begins & Winter Solstice
25th - Christmas Day

Attend our School Board Meetings…
Get involved in your child’s school’s PTO.
Learn more at:
http://www.schenectady.k12.ny.us/board_of_education

th

Everybody Counts.
Everybody Learns.

Single Stream Recycling
All recyclable material can be placed
into one container for collection.
Obtain your Single Stream Recycling
sticker at City Hall - room 9.

2019
WASTE COLLECTION DATES
WOODLAWN
District #1

District #2

November
1, 12, 19, 26
December
5, 12, 19, 27
January, 2020
Dates in next issue

November
4, 13, 20, 27
December
6, 13, 20, 30
January, 2020
Dates in next issue

Woodlawn—Central Park

Crosstown to Brandywine

Download your district’s full-year schedule at:
cityofschenectady.com/531/Waste-Collection-Schedules

NEWSLETTER ADS
& ARTICLES

Contacting the Board of Education
Correspondence to board members can be directed to
the clerk of the board as follows:
Martha Morris, Clerk of the Board
Schenectady City School District
108 Education Drive; Schenectady, NY 12303
Phone: 518-370-8100 Ext. 40105

Grasso’s Barber Shop
2506 Albany Street / Corner of Route 7
346-6775
$15.00 Haircut
$8.00 Edge Up

Store Hours:
Tuesday - Saturday
7:30 AM - 12:00 PM

IF YOU WOULD LIKE
TO PLACE AN AD OR
SUBMIT
INFORMATION,
PLEASE EMAIL:
Ekosiur@verizon.net
Next deadline is
December 20th, 2019
Call 518-377-8810
for more information
9

Terry Van Valkenburgh

Funeral Director

GRISWOLD
FUNERAL HOME

1867 State Street
Schenectady, NY 12304

(518) 374-6188
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A Banner 2019!!
This year marked a major milestone of the park and its redevelopment. We not
only secured our largest monetary investments into the park but achieved
nearly all of our targeted redevelopment initiatives since the inception of our
committee’s work and the community’s help develop the park’s Master
Concept Plan for Redevelopment during the summer of 2012.
Moving forward, our committee will be targeting our last identified redevelopment goal—the redevelopment/renovation of the park building area itself (i.e.
the inside). While we work to achieve this last piece of the park’s overall redevelopment, we will continue to hold clean up days, our signature garage sale
event each May, as well as our other regularly held events at the park. We will
also continue to address park maintenance issues in collaboration with the city
of Schenectady as well as move forward in addressing enhancements within
the park’s existing grounds. We’ve already started to plan for the 2020 park
enhancements.
As we near the end of our community’s vision implemented back in 2012, we
ask that you please join us, whether as a volunteer, supporter or park goer to
do your part to make Woodlawn Park great for all to visit! You can join our
efforts by checking our facebook page and the neighborhood website for latest
details and information on park project days and events!

Woodlawn ~ Thank You for Another Great Year!!

Since our last article, we have accomplished most of the final pieces of this
year’s remaining redevelopment initiatives. New grass sod was added at both
ends of the beach sand volleyball court area, and they include irrigation systems to help keep the grass hydrated and green. The new sod in front of the
splash pad area will help to alleviate sand being tracked into that area. We also
had the rest of the picnic tables and benches delivered to the park. These will
be installed over the next month and into the Spring season and will replace
the equipment currently down by the playground areas. We also have new
fencing which currently is being installed and should be completed by the time
this publication is out. Now, most of the northeastern side of the park from the
common area to the front of the park, is entirely all new fencing. And lastly,
we are one of the lucky sites which now has a Sculptural Bench from
Schenectady & Me and local artist, Peg Foley. This bench, which sits adjacent
to the splash pad area, features graphic art from collages made from residents
across the city of Schenectady. When you stop by the park, be sure it out! Pictured below is the bench before the seating grids were fastened in.
Once again...thank you so much for your continued
support,
Spero Zoulas, Chair
Woodlawn Park Redevelopment Committee

/WoodlawnParkSNY
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Schenectady Senior Center Advisory
1748 State Street
5 18-598-2056
schenectadyseniorcenter@gmail.com
Hours of Operation: Tuesdays & Thursdays from 10:00am to 2:00pm - Free Membership

As the colder weather approaches, please remember the Schenectady Senior
Center follows the Schenectady City School District schedule. If schools close,
the Senior Center will also be closed that day. However, we will still be open in
the case of any school delays, and the Senior Center parking lot will be plowed.

Life Enrichment Activities ~ November & December
November:
Tuesday, the 5th: 9 am - “Osteo Moves Exercise Class” (Pre-registration required); 10 am Members choice of games; 1 pm - Members choice of games.
Thursday, the 7th: 9:15 am - MVP “Chair Moves”; 10 am - Members choice of games; 11:15
am - Walmart Vision Services; 1 pm - Members choice of games.
Tuesday, the 12th: 9 am - “Osteo Moves Exercise Class” (Pre-registration required); 10 am Members choice of games; 10:30 am - Veterans Day Ceremony; 1 pm - Members choice of
games.
Thursday, the 14th: 9:15 am - MVP “Chair Moves”; 10 am - Members choice of games; 10:30
am - Craft Class with Mary Jane (Sign-ups required); 11:45 am - Lunch served early; 12:30 pm
- Budget Hearing with Cathryn Bern-Smith.
Tuesday, the 19th: 10 am - Members choice of games; 11:15 am - Walmart Vision Services;
12:15 pm - Monthly Birthday Bash November; 1 pm - Members choice of games.
Thursday, the 21st: 9:15 am - MVP “Chair Moves”; 10 am - Members choice of games; 12 pm Thanksgiving Meal and Celebration of the Schenectady Senior Center 2-Year Anniversary ($5
per person, Sign-ups required); 1 pm - Members choice of games.
Tuesday & Thursday, the 26th & 28th: CLOSED
December:
 Tuesday, the 3rd: 10 am - Members choice of games; 1 pm - Members choice of games.
 Thursday, the 5th: 9:15am - MVP “Chair Moves”; 10 am - Members choice of games; 1 pm Members choice of games.
 Tuesday, the 10th: 10 am - Members choice of games; 1 pm - Members choice of games.
 Thursday, the 12th: 9:15 am - MVP “Chair Moves” Last Class for this session; 10 am - Members choice of games; 10:30 am - Craft Class with Mary Jane (Sign-ups required); 1 pm - Members choice of games.
 Tuesday, the 17th: 10 am - Members choice of games; 11:15 am - Walmart Vision Services;
1 pm - Members choice of games.
 Thursday, the 19th: 10 am - Members choice of games; 12:15 pm - Monthly Birthday Bash
December; 1 pm - Members choice of games. *Holiday Party* (Sign-ups required).
 Tuesday & Thursday, the 24th & 26th: CLOSED
 Tuesday, the 31st: CLOSED
*The Schenectady Senior Center will be closed the week of the 22 nd AND the week of the 29th in
observance of Christmas and New Year’s. The center will reopen on January 7th, 2020!
Monthly calendar of events available at:
https://www.cityofschenectady.com/559/Schenectady-Senior-Center
Facebook page: SchenectadySeniorCenter

Lunches ~ Served at 12 pm - $3 for members
Menu available at: http://cityofschenectady.com/561/Newsletters
Reservations MUST be made by 12:00pm the day before by calling 518-598-2056

Use the Citizen Request Tracker on the city’s website
to report your concerns
http://www.cityofschenectady.com/RequestTracker.aspx
Potholes...snowplowing...codes and housing concerns…
sidewalks...nuisance...street lighting...garbage pickup…
water/sewer issues...and much more.
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