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Where’s The Newsletter? 
 

In the months of October and November a 

FREE copy of The Woodlawn Connection will 
be available at the following locations: 

Albany Street Sunoco 
Beth Ann Kayser, CPA 
Blue Ribbon Restaurant 
Calvary Tabernacle Church 
Camillo’s Bistro 
Collision Experts                
Dolce Vita 
Ernie D’s 
Fantastic Sam’s 
Gallo’s Florist 
Gaylord’s 
G & M Auto 
Grasso’s Barber Shop 
Griswold Funeral Home 
Hibernians 
King Cork 
Kingsway Community 
Lorenzo’s Italian Cafe 
Lyle’s Hogies 

Marotta Pizza 
Maurice’s Sandwich Shop 
Mavis Tire 
Mings 
Mohawk Progressive FCU 
Plaines 
Roc’s Hairstyling 
St Paul the Apostle Church 
Stanford United Methodist 
 Church 
Starbucks 
Steve’s Barber Shop 
Subway Shop 
Sun Fungs 
Sunoco Food/Gas Mart 
Uncle Sam’s Candy 
Woodlawn Hardware 
Woodlawn Library 

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR 
 

ADVERTISERS! 
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FAMILY RESTAURANT 
 

“Home of the award winning 
Blue Ribbon Cheesecake” 

 
1801 State Street          Phone: (518) 393-2600 
Schenectady, NY  12304   Fax: (518) 393-4313 

Www.BlueRibbonRestaurant.com 

Minuteman Press
MMP
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Inequities in State Aid for the Schenectady City School District  

Our school district is one of the poorest districts in NYS, yet we receive only 
54% of full funding.  Meanwhile, many districts, including much wealthier 
districts are receiving much higher percentage of aid.  Without your help, our 
schools will face more reductions to programs and services for students. Be-
coming an advocate for education is not as hard as you might think.  The only 
prerequisite is a strong desire to stand up for our students and our schools.  

 
Advocate with our elected NYS Representatives.  Write a personal letter to 

them, send an email or simply make a phone call to their office.   
  

Assemblyman Phil Steck, LOB 820, Albany, NY 12248  455-5931 

Assemblyman Angelo Santabarbara, LOB 829A, Albany, NY  455-5197 

Senator Hugh Farley, LOB 711, Albany, NY 12247  455-2181 

 

For additional information: www.schenectady.k12.ny.us 

 
Reminder that applications for Enhanced (Senior) School Tax Relief 
(STAR) for 2014 are due by March 1, 2015 in the City of Schenectady. The 
2014 income for senior resident owner(s) is required as part of the process.  
 
Renewal forms are available in City Hall, Room 8 or at www.tax.ny.gov  
If you have questions please call the assessor’s office at 382-5075.   
 
Reminder, our association meetings are now on the third Tuesday of each 
month starting at 7 PM. At our “new” location— 

Ancient Order of Hibernians Hall, 1748 State Street.   

 

As we continue to lead by example and offer our senior neighbors your time in 
helping clear their sidewalks and driveways.  It is always a nice way of saying 
“Welcome To Woodlawn”.   

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at home, 
377-8810.  I will make every attempt to return your call as soon as possible.  

 
 

Ed Kosiur—President, Woodlawn Neighborhood Association 

  

A Message From Neighborhood Association President: 
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Our Woodlawn Community & Friends!Our Woodlawn Community & Friends!Our Woodlawn Community & Friends!Our Woodlawn Community & Friends!    



 

 

The Golden Ear—By John Rose 
This Is A Gossip Column 

 

 
 
 

Congratulations to my friend Ed Kosiur on his election to the 

Schenectady City Council, he is one smart dude! 

The house on Albany Street next door to the Fire Station has been 
taken down, thank you Mayor McCarthy.  Also there is a house on 
Consaul Road that will be coming down in the near future.  It is be-

tween Daniels and Park Ave. 

Now open on State Street is a new furniture store called Zeba.  It is in 

the old Henry’s Cleaners building. 

The Woodlawn Park will be having their annual Ziti dinner on Tues-
day, January 20th, at the Hibernians. Plenty of parking is available and 
it will be open from 5:30pm - 7:30pm.  It is also handicapped accessi-
ble.  Tickets are $8.00 in advance at Grasso’s Barbershop at 2506 Al-
bany Street and $10.00 at the door.  There will also be a giant silent 
auction, plus a 50/50 raffle.  The good folks at Hibernians will have 
their bar open so you may purchase a glass of wine to go with your 

dinner. 

The next big event happening in Woodlawn is the St. Paul’s Men’s 
Club monthly breakfast.  They serve omelets, gourmet pancakes, 
homemade home fries, waffles, ham, sausage, fruit, orange juice, cof-
fee and tea.  The next two dates are Sunday January 11th and March 
15th.  Tickets may be purchased in advance at Grasso’s Barbershop at 
2506 Albany Street for $6.00 and $7.00 at the door.  Children under 

12 are $5.00 and under 5 is free.  Everybody is welcome! 

The vegetable and fruit market and house at 1717 and 1719 State 
Street has been sold to Security Plumbing and Heating Supply.  Plans 

are to demolish the store and the house for more parking at the store. 

There are new owners to Sunoco Mart at 2501 Albany Street.  Two 
young men have purchased the store and have made many new 
changes to the store.  There are now more coolers and more lottery 

tickets. Stop in and say hell and tell them John Rose sent you 
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Terry Van Valkenburgh 
 

Funeral Director 
 
 

   GRISWOLD 
   FUNERAL HOME 

  1867 State Street 

  Schenectady, NY  12304                 (518) 374-6188 
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Friends of the Woodlawn Preserve 
  
Our beautiful dock has been completed.  Much thanks to Steve Harris for the 
design and build, along with Dave Berard, Cole Denning, Spero Zoulas, Lou 
Grasso and others whose names, unfortunately, I did not get.   We are now plan-
ning on a handicapped accessible trail to the dock.  Plans are being drawn up by 
Paul Olund, R.L.A. of the Environmental Design Partnership, L.L.P in Clifton 
Park.   Many thanks go to our county legislator Philip Fields.  Phil worked to get 
the county to get us the money necessary for this project.  Presently that money 
is in the City coffers, but we are hoping to be able to add it back to our dwin-
dling funds soon. 
 
Over the summer we became aware of areas where motorized vehicles were get-
ting past the barriers we have in place, so in November we added 12 more to try 
and plug up those spots.  We must have upset someone, as Dave Berard found 
one of the barriers had been rammed in an attempt to move it.  He also found 
bits of glass and car parts, along with the remnants of a burnt out truck.  We are 
hopeful that the city will give us 40 more barriers that they had previously been 
using in a lot on Brandywine Avenue.   
 
With the help of Assemblyman Phil Steck we have reached out to the Pine Bush 
Commission for their assistance. On November 13th Jeff Edwards and I gave a 
presentation to the Technical Committee of the Pine Bush Commission on “The 
Case for Including the Woodlawn Preserve in the Albany Pine Bush Preserve”. 
 The presentation was received with enthusiasm, and as a result a Cooperative 
Agreement between the City of Schenectady, Friends of the Woodlawn Pre-
serve, and the Albany Pine Bush Commission has been drafted and forwarded to 
Carl Falatico for review and approval.  The Pine Bush Commission would assist 
us with ecological assessment, advising and assisting the City and the Friends 
on land use and management techniques, and setting priorities for future pro-
jects, among other things.  We look forward to this important collaboration. 
 
 Spring is just around the corner, and it looks like it will be a busy time for us. 
 As always, if you see or hear anything suspicious please call the Schenectady 
Police non-emergency number at 382-5263. 
 
 Janet Chen 210-5439 
Friendswp@gmail.com 



 

 

Our beautiful dock 

At the Woodlawn 

Preserve!  

 

Thank you! 
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We Buy & Sell * Consignments  
 

 HIDDEN TREASURES 

1901 State Street 
            Schenectady, NY  12304 

      518-982-5081 
 

              Monday—Saturday 12—6  
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WOODLAWN NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 
 

OFFICERS 
 

President   Ed Kosiur   377-8810 
Vice President   Lou Grasso   374-1623 
Treasurer   Ann Sturges   377-6678 
Recording Secretary  Maureen Obie  836-7147
  
 

DISTRICT VICE PRESIDENTS 
 
East    Terry VanValkenburgh 370-5803 
West    Jim LaPointe   377-2092 

Committee Chairpersons 
 

Newsletter   Ed Kosiur   377-8810 
Newsletter Ads  Cole Denning   227-4085 
Woodlawn Park  Spero Zoules   331-0929 
Woodlawn Preserve  Janet Chen   210-5439 
Social/Refreshment  Mary Roy   374-2821 
Welcoming   Camy Wyckoff  370-5311 
 
 

If you have any suggestions pertaining to any of these       
committees, call the Chairperson or mail them to:  

Woodlawn Neighborhood Association  
2506 Albany Street,  

Schenectady, NY  12304. 
 

MEETING SCHEDULE 2015 
 

General Membership meeting at 7 PM on the 3rd Tuesday of 
every month at the Ancient Order of Hibernians Hall,  
1748 State Street. (No general meeting in August/Dec.) 
 

Woodlawn Park and Woodlawn Preserve meetings held on 
the 4th Wednesday of every month at the Schenectady Hiber-
nians’, 1748 State Street. Park starts at 6:30 PM. Preserve follows 



 

 

 

 

 

The Woodlawn Park Redevelopment Committee of the  
Woodlawn Neighborhood Association will be holding 

its  
 

FOURTH ANNUAL ZITI & 

MEATBALL  

DINNER FUNDRAISER 
 

When: Tuesday, January 20th, 2015 ~ 5:30 - 7pm 

Where:        Hibernian Hall ~ 1748 State Street 

Tickets:       Advance Tickets: $8 / At the Door: $10 /  

                    Children (12 & under): $5  
 

Purchase your advance tickets at Grasso's Barber Shop:  

2506 Albany Street  

or call/email Spero Zoulas: 331-0929/

WoodlawnPark411@gmail.com 
 

Dinner includes ziti & meatballs, Perreca's bread, salad, des-

sert and beverage 

TAKE OUT ALSO AVAILABLE  9 

 

2015 
WASTE COLLECTION DATES 

WOODLAWN 
 

District #1              District #2   
Woodlawn—Central Park          Crosstown to Brandywine 
 

January   January  
5, 12, 20, 27  6, 13, 21, 28 

February  February 
3, 10, 18, 25  4, 11, 19, 26 

March   March 

4, 11, 18, 25  5, 12, 19, 26 
 

 

NEWSLETTER ADS  

& ARTICLES 

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE 

TO PLACE AN AD OR 

SUBMIT  

INFORMATION, PLEASE  

EMAIL TO: 

 

Cwdenning@hotmail.com 

 

Next deadline is  

February 20, 2015 

 

227-4085 for more info 

 

 

    F. Michael Boehne 

     Licensed Real Estate Sales Associate 

    Blake Commercial, Realtors® 
    8 Airline Drive, Suite 104, Albany, NY  12205 

    Bus 518-464-0870 x2201 ٠ Fax 518-464-0876 
    Cell 518-378-6072 
    mboehne@prublake.com 
     An independently owned and operated member of The Prudential 
       Real Estate Affiliates, Inc. 



 

 

 

 

The holidays are upon us and from all of us with the Woodlawn Park Redevelopment 
Committee, we would like to extend a heartfelt greeting to you and your family this sea-
son!  We hope the past year has been a time of joy and realized accomplishments and 

that the year ahead will be filled with new elation and met undertakings. 

As indicated in our last edition, the park has seen a lot of progress this past year; not only 
with the  renovation and beautification projects, but also with the development of pro-
gramming and activities.  The volunteers are currently working to build upon this during 
the winter months to bring the community more exciting things in the coming year.  So 
stay tuned here and check out facebook page at WoodlawnParkSNY to be appraised of 

the latest updates and to help us out. 

Just this past month, we held our annual Fall Rake Day.  We had 19 volunteers come 
out to clear the park of leaves.  A special thanks to the students from Union College who 
came out to assist community volunteers.  Each student was presented with a 
"Woodlawn Park & Preserve" t-shirt with a Union College logo on the back.  We hope to 
continue this partnership with the college.  Special thanks to park volunteer, Bill Mon-

tross, who purchased the shirts and to Monograms Plus for adding the Union logos.  

This year has been a busy one for park volunteers and due to time constraints and other 
obligations, we are holding off on the addition of the ice skate area this year.  We hope 
to have the resources and people in place next year to bring this exciting new addition to 
the community.  We have also wrapped up our most successful year of the Adopt-A-
Park program.  This program's consistent ambassadorship into the park has aided in the 
park's overall maintenance and appearance.  Less litter, more use of our recycling bins, 
thankful park-goers, and pride in park appearance has made the Woodlawn Park redevel-
opment effort a model for success and pride for the city.  We thank you for your ongoing 

support! 

The Woodlawn Park Redevelopment Committee is preparing for our Annual Pasta Din-
ner Fundraiser to benefit the park's redevelopment.  The event will be held at our new 
neighborhood location: Hibernian Hall (1748 State Street) and will be on Tuesday, 

January 20th from 5:30 - 7 PM.  We will hold our marquee Auction Item Raffle fea-

turing many great items from local businesses and a 50/50 raffle.  We will also sell 
Woodlawn Park & Preserve merchandise.  Advanced tickets for the dinner are now on 
sale at Grasso's Barbershop.  See the event advertisement in this edition of the Wood-

lawn Connection for more event and ticket information.  We hope you can attend this 

fun and inspiring event!  

 

Warm regards, 
Spero Zoulas - Chair of Woodlawn Park Redevelopment Committee 

Woodlawn Park ~ located at intersection of Kings Road & Ricci Avenue 

Facebook page: www.facebook.com/WoodlawnParkSNY 
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WOODLAWN – The West Side Story 

By Marcel 

 

 

Kudos to the folks who remodeled 136 Dartmouth St. I was certain that this prop-
erty was headed for the wrecking ball. However, the new owners completely gut-
ted and re-built the property. This is the house on Dartmouth right next to the 
church parking lot. Stop by and take a look . Kinda restores faith in the system. 
 
Recently, I attended the first Rotterdam Neighborhood Watch meeting held at the 
Rollerama skating rink.  Currently, we do not have a neighborhood watch group 
in Woodlawn and I was there to gauge interest within the Rotterdam community 
as a measure of potential interest within Woodlawn . The turnout was large (I 
estimated ~100 people). Of course, the voice for such a program is always 
strongest following an increase in crime.  Apparently, this is the case in Rotter-
dam as resident after resident spoke of current escalating crime issues.  
 
The main speakers were Fred Lee, President of the Schenectady Neighborhood 
Watch, and Steve Parks, the Rotterdam Neighborhood Watch organizer. Fred 
lives in Hamilton Hill and has been affiliated with neighborhood watch for years. 
According to Fred, the neighborhood watch programs exist as an extension of the 
Police eyes and ears. Members cannot be vigilantes, nor can they pursue nor con-
front suspects. Asked if there were any repercussions, Fred mentioned that his 
home and autos have been vandalized in retaliation. Members can participate as 
Window Watchers (observers within their own homes), neighborhood patrols, or 
Patrol Communication Specialists.   
 
According to Fred, a successful neighborhood watch program relies on a good 
organizational structure and proper training. Fred states that the Schenectady 
Neighborhood Watch parent group can provide such training. Additionally, Fred 
states that an initial activity is a fund raiser to raise money for supplies (radios 
cost upwards of $250 each). 
 
BTW, Woodlawn had a neighborhood watch program that was disbanded some 
time ago for reasons I do not know. One complaint I heard is that with the forma-
tion of a watch group, some people rely on the watch program to observe and 
report criminal activity whereas crime prevention is a duty of all residents. More 
information is available at SchenectadyNW.com. Please use the contact section 
of http://www.woodlawnneighborhood.org  to post any associated comments. 


