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Where’s The Newsletter? 
 

In the months of October and November a 

FREE copy of The Woodlawn Connection will 
be available at the following locations: 

Albany Street Sunoco 
Beth Ann Kayser, CPA 
Blue Ribbon Restaurant 
Calvary Tabernacle Church 
Camillo’s Bistro 
Collision Experts                
Dolce Vita 
Ernie D’s 
Fantastic Sam’s 
Gallo’s Florist 
Gaylord’s 
G & M Auto 
Grasso’s Barber Shop 
Griswold Funeral Home 
Hibernians 
King Cork 
Kingsway Community 
Lorenzo’s Italian Cafe 
Lyle’s Hogies 

Marotta Pizza 
Maurice’s Sandwich Shop 
Mavis Tire 
Mings 
Mohawk Progressive FCU 
Plaines 
Roc’s Hairstyling 
St Paul the Apostle Church 
Stanford United Methodist 
 Church 
Starbucks 
Steve’s Barber Shop 
Subway Shop 
Sun Fungs 
Sunoco Food/Gas Mart 
Uncle Sam’s Candy 
Woodlawn Hardware 
Woodlawn Library 

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR 
 

ADVERTISERS! 
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FAMILY RESTAURANT 
 

“Home of the award winning 
Blue Ribbon Cheesecake” 

 
1801 State Street          Phone: (518) 393-2600 
Schenectady, NY  12304   Fax: (518) 393-4313 

Www.BlueRibbonRestaurant.com 

Minuteman Press
MMP
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Recycling Coming to OUR Neighborhood! 
On Tuesday, November 18, Schenectady Recycles! will present to the Wood-

lawn Neighborhood Association  meeting with information and perhaps the 

answers to some of your questions about recycling.   

 

 

We will discuss our annual Holiday dinner which is to be held on Tuesday, 

December 16 at the Kingsway Community at our November meeting.  Re-

member, this is limited to immediate members of the Woodlawn Neighbor-

hood Association only.  You must sign-up at our November meeting please! 

Seating is limited to 60 folks.  A waiting list will be established after.  You 

may also contact Lou Grasso at 346-6775 or at his barber shop at 2506 Albany 

Street. 

 

 

Finally, please remember to vote on Election Day, Tuesday November 04.  

Polls are open from 6 AM until 9 PM.  If you need any information regard-

ing your polling place or you are in need of a ride to the polling site, please 

contact the Schenectady County Board of Elections at 377-2469.  

 

It is because of the numerous (too many to even mention!) volunteers to the 

Woodlawn community, we are perhaps the most proud neighborhood in the 

City.  Please, if you are interested even in the smallest way; do not hesitate to 

stop in at our monthly meeting, the Woodlawn Park/Preserve folks or even to 

lend a hand at our numerous clean-up events.  Contact names/numbers are 

listed throughout this booklet.   

 

Reminder, our association meetings are now on the third Tuesday of each 

month starting at 7 PM. At our “new” location—Ancient Order of Hiber-

nians Hall, 1748 State Street.   

 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at home, 

377-8810.  I will make every attempt to return your call as soon as possible.  

 
 

Ed Kosiur—President, Woodlawn Neighborhood Association 

  

 

 

 
 

A Message From Neighborhood Association President: 
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Terry Van Valkenburgh 
 

Funeral Director 
 
 

   GRISWOLD 
   FUNERAL HOME 

  1867 State Street 

  Schenectady, NY  12304                 (518) 374-6188 
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We Buy & Sell * Consignments  

 

 HIDDEN TREASURES 

1901 State Street 
            Schenectady, NY  12304 

      518-982-5081 
 

              Monday—Saturday 12—6  
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Our Woodlawn Community & Friends!Our Woodlawn Community & Friends!Our Woodlawn Community & Friends!Our Woodlawn Community & Friends!    



 

 

The Golden Ear—By John Rose 
This Is A Gossip Column 

 

 

 

 

IF YOU VOTE AT ST. PAUL’S SCHOOL GYM, THE MEN’S CLUB 

WILL BE HAVING A BAKE SALE.  ALL PROCEEDS FROM THE SALE 

WILL BE GOING TO THE FOOD PANTRY TO HELP THE RESIDENTS 

OF THE WOODLAWN AREA.  BRING EXTRA CASH WITH YOU 

WHEN YOU GO TO VOTE.  

 

THE WOODLAWN NEIGHBORHOOD NEW MEETING PLACE IS THE 

HIBERNIAN HALL AT 1748 STATE ST.  IT’S HANDICAPPED ACCES-

SIBLE.  COME JOIN US AT OUR NEXT AND ALL FUTURE MEET-

INGS.  THE MEETINGS ARE THE 3RD TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH.  

THE MEETINGS START AT 7:00 PM.  COME EARLY AND YOU MAY 

PURCHASE A DRINK AT THEIR BAR OR STAY AND HAVE A 

DRINK.  I’LL SEE U THERE. I WILL BE WEARING A YELLOW HAT 

 

COME TO THE WOODLAWN PRESERVE AND SEE THE NEW COM-

PLETED FISHING AND OBSERVATION PLATFORM BUILT BY 

WOODLAWN VOLUNTEERS AND BY OUR MASTER CARPENTER 

STEVE HARRIS WITH A DONATION FROM OUR ANONYMOUS DO-

NOR, JOHN. ALSO, MANY THANKS TO COLE, DAVE, CHAD & 

SPERO. 

 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER;  WHAT HAPPENED TO I HOP.  IT HAS 

CLOSED. ANSWER. MAYBE BECAUSE BLUE RIBBON HAS THE 

BEST BREAKFASTS IN WOODLAWN. 

 

IN MY OPINION, I HOPE AND PRAY THAT SCHENECTADY GETS 

THE PROPOSED CASINO.  I’M NOT A GAMBLER BUT IT WOULD 

HELP OUR CITY WITH JOBS, REVENUE, ACTIVITY, BUSINESSES 

DOWNTOWN, RESTAURANTS ETC. 

 

I’LL BE LISTENING. 

JOHN ROSE 
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2014 
WASTE COLLECTION DATES 

WOODLAWN 
 

District #1              District #2   
Woodlawn—Central Park          Crosstown to Brandywine 
 

October   October  
2, 9, 17, 24, 31  3, 10, 20, 27 

November  November 
10, 18, 25  3, 12, 19, 26 

December  December 

4, 11, 18, 26  5, 12, 19, 29 
 

 

NEWSLETTER ADS  

& ARTICLES 

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE 

TO PLACE AN AD OR 

SUBMIT  

INFORMATION, PLEASE  

EMAIL TO: 

 

Cwdenning@hotmail.com 

 

Next deadline is  

November 20, 2014 

 

227-4085 for more info 

 

 

    F. Michael Boehne 

     Licensed Real Estate Sales Associate 

    Blake Commercial, Realtors® 
    8 Airline Drive, Suite 104, Albany, NY  12205 

    Bus 518-464-0870 x2201 ٠ Fax 518-464-0876 
    Cell 518-378-6072 
    mboehne@prublake.com 
     An independently owned and operated member of The Prudential 
       Real Estate Affiliates, Inc. 



 

 

 

Summer Success...Pavilion Complete...Fall Highlights...New Location for Annual 

Pasta Dinner! 

What a big year this was for the park!  The summer months saw activity in the park 

unlike anything in a very long time.  With the inaugural launch of the summer youth 

program and bustling activity of events, gatherings, and further redevelopment, Wood-

lawn Park has become a model for neighborhood volunteerism and success.   

The construction of the new pavilion area has been completed.  Located on the left side 

of the park's building, the new spot features two new picnic tables, new bulletin boards 

(one for the park announcements and the other for community postings), new lighting, 

doors and benching.  The park redevelopment committee will work to add other new 

features to the area this coming spring. 

If you haven't noticed yet, the park entryway has transformed even more.  Community 

volunteers worked to install a new fence which spans the entrance into the park.  The 

new fence is black aluminum and measures 115' and provides a stunning focal point to 

designate the park's entrance.  Many have noticed this new addition and expressed great 

pleasure.  And next year will feature the addition of arbor posts which will welcome peo-

ple as they come into the park.  We'd like to thank Leone Construction for its donation of 

brick edging that now lines the flower bed in front of the park building and around the 

tree in the Area of Reflection.  The common area in the middle of the park now has a 

new volleyball net for pickup games of volleyball and badminton.  The grassy area 

measures more than 80' X 35' for park goers to lie out or to partake in other activities 

such as bocce ball and crocket.  The new area will be the location for the planned addi-

tion of ice skating in the winter months.   

We closed out the summer with bang, holding our first ever movie night with the show-

ing of Despicable Me2, a Back-to-School Youth Basketball day which featured give-

aways and good times as five teams participated in a double-elimination tournament, and 

the Woodlawn Neighborhood Association Annual Cookout which brought out about 

100 people and featured great food, entertainment, and community organizations.  It was 

quite a sight to see all the kids in attendance playing volleyball and enjoying the pave-

ment games, basketball and playground areas.  We'd like to thank all the local leaders 

and elected official in attendance, including our U.S. local representative to Congress, 

the honorable Paul Tonko. 

As we head into the fall months, the park redevelopment committee will still be holding 

project days and preparing for the coming addition of ice skating to Woodlawn.  We are 

also preparing for the annual Fall Rake day.  And, we will hosting a Shoe Drive in the 

park on Saturday, October 11th in collaboration with the City Mission of 

Schenectady.  All announcements and details will be featured on our facebook page and 

the www.WoodlawnNeighborhood.org website.  So please be sure to check those out.  

Lastly, we'll soon be gearing up for our Annual Pasta Dinner fundraiser to Benefit 

Woodlawn Park.  We are pleased to announce our new location - Hibernian Hall - 

which is the current home to our neighborhood association meetings.  We are scheduled 

to hold this great community event on Tuesday, January 20th.  15 
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WOODLAWN – The West Side Story 

By Marcel 
As mentioned in my first article, I’m interested in the improvement of the Woodlawn/

Schenectady quality of life. As such, I will share a couple of interactions I’ve had with 

the city in this regard. 

For the last 4 years, I’ve complained to the city, via phone, regarding a matter affecting 

my home. The city worker(s), taking my complaint, assured me that the issue was re-

corded. Alas, the problem continued so I decided to access Schenectady’s FOIL system 

(Freedom Of Information Law) to determine whether the issue was documented. The 

instructions for accessing Schenectady FOIL are enclosed at the bottom of this article. I 

had to wait several days for a response which was sent to my email account. Not surpris-

ingly, there was no record of the complaint. So, I trekked my way to City Hall and com-

plained in person. The matter was resolved within several days. The moral of the story is 

that the old fashioned in your face approach still works best. In defense, the city told me 

that older complaints were not put in the system but newer ones would be going forward.  

Another issue I have with the city is that the first complainer regarding a city negligence 

issue will not get reimbursed. This is because the city must first know of the issue in writ-

ing. Specifically, I had a dentist appointment within the city. Parking is on the street and 

the city curb was in such a state of disrepair that the iron used to fortify the cement served 

as a spike and punctured my tire. Although, I was told by my dentist that others had pre-

viously suffered the same fate, apparently, no one had logged this in writing, only by 

phone. As a result, my only satisfaction is that the next person will benefit from my log-

ging this incident in writing. Actually, I’m still fighting this case. Since my notification, it 

appears that the city has done some maintenance on this curb. 

Regarding Schenectady qualify of life issues, Vince Riggi has proposed initiatives to the 

city council. I’ll be following his proposals. It might be beneficial to have Vince attend 

one of our meetings so we can hear firsthand. 

Lest I come across as anti-Schenectady, I’m sure similar issues persist across the state. I 

realize Schenectady has its hands full with house foreclosures and infrastructure repair. 

None the less, we must make the city aware of our issues. 

To access Schenectady’s Foil System: 

Log onto http://www.cityofschenectady.com/homepage.htm 

Scroll down the left hand side and click on Schenectady Foil Center/City Archives 

Create an account using you email account and password or log in if you have an 

existing account.  

Click submit a request 

Till next time… 



 

 

Ed and his wife Barbara, a 

school nurse, have been  

residents in Woodlawn 

since 1987. They have three 

daughters: Kerry, a senior 

at Schdy. High School;  

Lissa, and her husband  

Andrew; Heather and her 

husband Jethro (residents of 

the Stockade Neighbor-

hood). Ed and Barbara have 

deep roots in their schools, 

their neighborhood and 

their City. Ed has the  

experience and leadership 

to represent you on the City 

Council. 
 

 

President– Woodlawn 

Neighborhood Association 

 

Board member -  

Schenectady Rotary East 

 

Past Board Member- 

Catholic Charities 

JC Little League 

Schdy. Municipal Housing 

Schdy. Board of Education 

 

Past President- 

Schdy. School PTO Council 

 

Founder of the SSCCORE 

Summer Learning Camp 

 

Please support Ed 
Tuesday, Nov. 04 

Polls open from 6AM-9PM 
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WOODLAWN NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 
 

OFFICERS 
 

President   Ed Kosiur   377-8810 
Vice President   Lou Grasso   374-1623 
Treasurer   Ann Sturges   377-6678 
Recording Secretary  Maureen Obie  836-7147
  
 

DISTRICT VICE PRESIDENTS 
 
East    Terry VanValkenburgh 370-5803 
West    Jim LaPointe   377-2092 

Committee Chairpersons 
 

Newsletter   Ed Kosiur   377-8810 
Newsletter Ads  Cole Denning   227-4085 
Woodlawn Park  Spero Zoules   331-0929 
Woodlawn Preserve  Janet Chen   210-5439 
Social/Refreshment  Mary Roy   374-2821 
Welcoming   Camy Wyckoff  370-5311 
 
 

If you have any suggestions pertaining to any of these       
committees, call the Chairperson or mail them to:  

Woodlawn Neighborhood Association  
2506 Albany Street,  

Schenectady, NY  12304. 
 

MEETING SCHEDULE 2014 
 

General Membership meeting at 7 PM on the 3rd Tuesday of 
every month at the Ancient Order of Hibernians Hall,  
1748 State Street. (No general meeting in August/Dec.) 
 

Woodlawn Park and Woodlawn Preserve meetings held on 
the 4th Wednesday of every month at the Schenectady Hiber-
nians’, 1748 State Street. Park starts at 6:30 PM. Preserve follows 


